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Funded by the U. S. Fish and Wildlife
Service Coastal Program, the National
Fish and Wildlife Foundation, with
support from UF/IFAS Extension Bay
County, the Bay Grasses in Classes
project provides students educational
opportunities using a service learning
approach. At their school, students
grow native marsh grasses, bag
recycled oyster shell, and learn about
St. Andrew Bay. Outside of class, the
students work with county residents,
community leaders, and other
volunteers to implement a Living
Shoreline approach that can be utilized
to restore habitat and address eroding
shorelines in St. Andrew Bay. Students
also work with Bay Watch staff to
collect data used to monitor the
success of each shoreline they install,
as well as learning about the wildlife
that has moved into the new habitat.

Bay Grasses in Classes

St. Andrew Bay Watch
St. Andrew Bay Resource Management 
Association (RMA)
Post Office Box 15028
Panama City, Florida  32406
Phone/Fax: (850) 763-4303     
Website: www.StAndrewBayWatch.org

St. Andrew Bay Watch

A.K.A. St. Andrew Bay Resource
Management Association (RMA), is a
501©3 non-profit citizens' group whose
members are committed to the proper
management of St. Andrew Bay and
adjoining waterways. The St. Andrew
Bay system is an exceptionally valuable
natural resource and our goal is to
maintain and improve its waters and
habitat. We operate several monitoring
and research programs in this endeavor
including Turtle Watch, Water Quality,
Seagrass, and Living Shorelines.

http://www.standrewbaywatch.org/


Before Installation

Living shorelines are a natural method
of erosion control used as an
environmentally friendly alternative to
hardened shorelines such as seawalls,
rip-rap, or revetments. Living shorelines
are made up of natural elements
including native marsh grasses, recycled
oyster shell, and landscape buffers.

What is a Living Shoreline?

Why Use a Living Shoreline?

Living shorelines provide critical habitat
for many species in our bay such as
oysters, wading birds, and fish. They
have been proven to be more resistant
to sea level rise than seawalls and rip-
rap. Also, research has shown that
living shorelines are cheaper to install
and maintain than traditionally
hardened shorelines.

1 Year After Installation

Tips for Conscious
Waterfront Living

Important Marsh Grasses

Do you have a natural shoreline that is 
not eroding? If so…  

Preserve the natural shoreline. Do not 
remove or cut down native plants that 
are adapted for growing along the 
shoreline. Their roots hold the soil in 
place, so removing them accelerates 
erosion.

Avoid installing hard structures such as 
seawalls which sever the natural 
connection between land and water, 
reduce water quality, and destroy 
wildlife habitat. Hard structures can 
accelerate erosion to adjacent 
properties from increased wave energy. 
If hard structures are necessary to 
protect the property, consider 
“softening” the structure using native 
plants such as marsh grasses that can 
grow on the waterside of the structure.

Create a maintenance-free buffer zone 
at least 10 feet wide consisting of 
upland native plants between the 
manicured landscape and the 
waterfront. Do not mow, fertilize, or 
apply pesticides to this area. These 
plants will help filter pesticide and 
fertilizer runoff before it reaches the 
water.

Smooth Cordgrass (Spartina
alterniflora) has the ability to tolerate
salt water, and its extensive root
system allows it to effectively control
erosion, making it an ideal plant for
shorelines in saltier parts of the bay.

Black Needlerush (Juncus roemerianus)
is found in intertidal areas of the bay
with low levels of salt in the water. The
hardy nature of these plants and
similar root structure to Smooth
Cordgrass make this a great choice for
homeowners that live in fresher parts
of the bay.


